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Abstract: The present study aims to investigate the role and application of the
Iran-Pakistan land border in trade and employment status of border residents
and people in the region. The research method is descriptive-survey type, based
on structural equations, and the statistical population of experts and exporters
at the border customs of Mirjaveh city is 160 people. The sample size was
determined using the Morgan table and was 113 people, and was selected using
a purposive random sampling method. The standard questionnaire of Badri et
al. (2018) was used to collect data, the content validity of which was confirmed
by the supervisor, and the construct validity was confirmed through factor
analysis. Reliability was also calculated using the composite Cronbach's alpha
coefficient, which was equal to 0.744, 0.764, and 0.783, respectively. SPSS23 and
PLS3 statistical software were used to analyze and interpret the data. The
research findings show that the Iran-Pakistan land border has a positive and
significant impact on the trade and employment status of border residents and
people in the region. Also, the Iran-Pakistan land border has a greater impact
on the trade of border residents and people in the region.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The land border between Iran and Pakistan is one of the most important
trade points in the southeast of the country, which has significant
impacts on the economic and social situation of the border residents,
especially in various regions of Sistan and Baluchestan province,
including Mirjaveh city. This border, which acts as a gateway for
commercial, political, and cultural exchanges between the two
countries, plays a vital role in the economic prosperity and development
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of the region. Given the specific geographical location of this border and close ties with Pakistan,
the high volume of commodity exchanges, including basic goods, agriculture, industrial and
consumer raw materials, has made this region one of the main centers of border trade in Iran. In
this context, Mirjaveh, as one of the border cities with a strategic location, plays a pivotal role in
the exchange of goods. This border trade not only improves the living standards and livelihoods
of the people of the region, but also creates significant employment, given the large number of
labor forces required in these exchanges. According to recent reports, border bazaars in Mirjaveh
County operate as the main commercial locations and have directly and indirectly created many
job opportunities for the people of the region (Hosseinzadeh & Hassanzadeh, 2012).

Improving transportation infrastructure, establishing modern customs, and facilitating trade
processes can have positive effects on trade and employment in this region. However, these
problems alone cannot prevent the economic growth of this region. Given the geographical
location and economic conditions of the region, it is also necessary for governments and relevant
organizations to have detailed plans to strengthen trade and create sustainable job opportunities in
these regions. Also, supporting local producers and improving the level of job skills of border
residents are among the measures that can have significant positive effects on the economic
situation of the region; In view of the above issue, this research seeks to answer the question of
whether the Mirjaveh land border between Iran and Pakistan has a significant and desirable effect
on the livelihoods and economy of border residents in this region.

Theoretical framework

Due to its geographical and political location, Iran has been a hub for trade throughout history,
especially import and re-export (transit goods). The most important commodity that passed
through Iran in transit was silk, which is why the West-East transit route was known as the Silk
Road. Iranians imported raw silk from China, transformed it into cloth and carpets, and sold it at
a higher price (Soltanian, 2022).

In the modern era, due to the economic progress of developed countries, the trade policy of
developing countries, including Iran, has been to support domestic industries and the substitution
policy of import restrictions, and the belief that domestic industries can develop under import
restrictions has been promoted and implemented in policymaking (Nozari, 2024).

Trade in the world has a long history, and nations have long engaged in foreign exchange to meet
their needs and obtain goods and services from other countries. In the past, meeting the needs of
society and seeking profit were the main motivations for countries to enter the field of foreign
trade; however, today other important political and economic goals are also at stake in this area.
Some economists believe that the opening of countries' borders to each other and the expansion of
cross-border trade have directed the economic resources of nations towards activities that have
higher productivity and accelerated their growth and development, which is called trade (Hosseini
& Abdollahi, 2012).

Land borders are an important dimension in international relations and geopolitics, playing a
decisive role in shaping economic, security, social, and cultural relations between different
countries (Hafeznia, 2018). These borders not only act as dividing lines between different
countries, but can also be tools for defining national identities, ensuring security, economic
development, and even regulating social and cultural relations (Mojtahezadeh, 2017). Since land
borders are located in different geographical and political structures of different countries, each
has its own characteristics and different concepts are applied to them.
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Land borders, as the dividing lines between countries, play a fundamental role in international
economic and trade relations. These borders can act as gateways for the exchange of goods,
services, and capital, and have significant impacts on the economies of countries, especially border
countries. Since many bordering countries trade with each other, land borders are considered not
only from a security perspective but also as phenomena with significant economic functions. These
economic functions can range from positive impacts such as job creation and economic prosperity
in border areas to challenges such as smuggling of goods and drugs, as well as problems in
controlling the flow of goods and capital (Mirzadeh, 2019).

Methodology

This research is applied research in terms of purpose and is a descriptive-survey based on the
structural equation model in terms of method. The statistical population is 160 experts and
exporters at the border customs office in Mirjaveh city, of which 113 people were selected as a
sample using the Morgan table by purposive random sampling. The data collection tool is the
standard questionnaire of Badri et al. (2018). Descriptive statistics such as graphs and tables were
used to analyze demographic data, and in inferential statistics using SmartPLS 3 to analyze
questionnaire data and present results.

Discussion and Results

As the results of the data analysis show, the land border variable simultaneously explains 45.3 and
26.9 percent of the variance of the trade and employment status variables, respectively, thus the
hypothesis is confirmed. The Mirjaveh border, as one of the official and well-known routes for
trade exchanges between the two countries, has not only provided a platform for strengthening
bilateral economic relations but has also been able to have positive effects on the living conditions
of the people of the region. The border trade carried out through this crossing plays an unparalleled
role in local economic prosperity by facilitating the transportation of goods, reducing trade costs,
and providing numerous job opportunities. Studies show that the existence of this official border,
while creating a dynamic economic structure for residents on both sides of the border, has reduced
poverty and improved the quality of life among border residents.

Conclusion

Due to the logistical and customs facilities provided there, the Mirjaveh border has been
able to find an important place in strengthening trade between Iran and Pakistan and
significantly increase the volume of economic exchanges between the two countries. This
increase in the volume of trade exchanges, in addition to the positive economic effects at
the national level, has directly affected the daily lives of the people of the region and has
created numerous job opportunities in various sectors, including transportation, customs
services, warehousing and even local production.

One of the positive consequences of commercial activities at this border is the formation
of local networks for the supply of goods and services, which has strengthened the micro-
economy in the region. Border residents, who in the past were mainly engaged in
agriculture, animal husbandry or low-yield activities, can now earn a more stable income
by participating in border-related commercial activities. On the other hand, the role of this
border in reducing smuggling of goods is also important. The establishment of formal
infrastructure at the Mirjaveh border, such as customs terminals and closer monitoring of
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the flow of goods, has led to the diversion of a significant portion of informal activities
into formal channels. This has not only helped to increase government revenues through
customs duties, but has also led to economic transparency and reduced harm from the
informal economy. In addition, the existence of this border as a safe passage for trade
exchanges has also strengthened political cooperation between Iran and Pakistan. This
cooperation, in turn, has provided a suitable platform for the development of joint
economic projects in the region.
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